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HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor my constituent, Mr. Earl 
Sternke. Mr. Sternke is a model of service to 
his community, having provided leadership 
and mentoring to youth for over 40 years. 

Mr. Sternke is a distinguished exemplar of 
the American spirit of generosity. A veteran, 
husband and father, Mr. Sternke has made a 
commitment to the Boy Scouts from the ear-
liest days of parenting his own children. As a 
troop leader, he raised his two sons in Scout-
ing, helping both achieve the prestigious rank 
of Eagle Scout. But his work did not stop 
there. He continued to lead troops long after 
his children were grown, training boys to fol-
low the same Scout Oath that he lived every 
day of his life. 

Mr. Sternke also contributed to the strength 
and development of the Boy Scout institution 
in innumerable other ways. As a trainer and 
training chairman, Mr. Sternke was respon-
sible for helping many young Scouters be-
come leaders. He helped design emblems, 
certificates and badges, some of which are 
still used by troops today. His award-winning 
design for the Boy’s Life Display for the 1981 
National Jamboree brought national attention 
to the Milwaukee Boy Scouts Council. 

Throughout the period of his involvement, 
Mr. Sternke received numerous awards from 
the Boy Scouts. I am especially impressed 
that Mr. and Mrs. Sternke were awarded the 
Silver Beaver Award in 1975 as a tribute to 
their work together in training young Scouters. 
Clearly, these two provided a model of leader-
ship that could inspire youth to dedicate them-
selves to family, community and country. 

It is a distinct pleasure to offer my thanks to 
Mr. Sternke for a lifetime of service. He has 
been unselfish in volunteering his time, his ex-
periences, his resources and his money to im-
prove the community in which he lives. Our 
community and Nation are better places be-
cause of his work. 
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RECOGNIZING VICTOR MARCUS OF 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
it is an honor to join with my colleague Demo-
cratic Leader NANCY PELOSI to honor our 
friend, Victor Marcus, on the occasion of his 
90th birthday. 

Victor Marcus was born in 1915 in Berlin, 
Germany. He escaped Nazi Germany in 1936 
and immigrated to America. 

He is one of San Francisco’s most promi-
nent residents and has been president of a 
real estate firm, the Victor L. Marcus Com-
pany, for the past 52 years. He serves on nu-
merous committees and boards and actively 
participates in a variety of civic and political 

endeavors. His leadership and vision have no 
doubt strengthened his beloved home, San 
Francisco, California. 

In 2003 Victor Marcus received the Distin-
guished Leadership Award from the Jewish 
Committee of San Francisco for his immeas-
urable contributions to San Francisco’s busi-
ness world, cultural institutions, and the Jew-
ish Community. He has generously and enthu-
siastically supported the Jewish Community 
with particular expertise in issues relating to 
Israel, foreign affairs and diplomacy. 

Victor Marcus is a connoisseur and patron 
of the arts and one of his greatest passions, 
music, is demonstrated by his support of the 
San Francisco Opera and Symphony. His 
loves in life are music, fine wines and wonder-
ful food. He is the proud uncle of three neph-
ews from South Africa who have traveled to 
the United States to celebrate this milestone 
with him. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, we join Victor 
Marcus’s family and friends in congratulating 
him on his 90th birthday and extend our best 
wishes to him. 
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HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise 
today to recognize a valued institution in my 
Congressional district. For the past ninety 
years, the YWCA of Essex and West Hudson 
has been dedicated to the empowerment of 
women and girls as well as the elimination of 
racism. Founded at a time when women suf-
fered through inhospitable working and living 
conditions, the YWCA of the USA was found-
ed, in 1858, in order to fight for gender parity. 
The early pioneers of the organization realized 
that they could overcome racial and gender 
discrimination by banding together to form 
strong alliances of determined women. 

Since 1914, the Essex and West Hudson af-
filiate of the YWCA has provided the highest 
quality in health and fitness, recreation, edu-
cation, child development and social services 
programming. Over nine decades, it has 
evolved from offering camping activities to pro-
viding childhood development classes to preg-
nant and parenting teens. Currently, the Essex 
and West Hudson affiliate serves nearly 200 
children in its after-school programs, over 500 
children in its summer camps and over 200 
birth through 5 year-olds in its early childhood 
education programs. 

In commemoration of 90 years of service, 
on May 19, 2005, the YWCA of Essex and 
West Hudson will celebrate the grand opening 
of its new state-of-the-art building. This facility 
will house amenities such as a computer 
learning center and an Aquatics & Fitness 
Complex. 

I salute the YWCA of Essex and West Hud-
son as they ‘‘celebrate nine decades of excel-
lence’’ for their dedication to women, girls and 
the community at-large. I am proud to have 
this organization in my district and I wish them 
continued success in their future endeavors. 

WHATEVER IT TAKES TO REBUILD 
ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
introducing the ‘‘Whatever It Takes To Build 
Act’’ with Representatives OWENS, ISRAEL and 
SERRANO of New York. 

This legislation would remove a $5 million 
cap placed on the Community Disaster Loan 
program that provides communities with lost 
tax revenues following disasters. This cap was 
added in 2000. Prior to 2000, no cap was in 
place and several communities received in ex-
cess of $5 million from the Federal Govern-
ment for lost tax revenues, to recover from 
disasters. 

Right after 9/11, the President promised 
New York City that he would do whatever it 
takes to rebuild. While he and the Congress 
has provided billions in relief, much more still 
needs to be done to make New York City 
whole. The new GAO report shows that we 
are still suffering significant tax losses. Lack of 
this revenue forces New Yorkers to payout of 
their pockets again and again for the attacks 
of 9/11 or suffer the loss of essential services. 
New Yorkers should not be forced to bear this 
burden alone. That is why I am introducing the 
Whatever It Takes to Rebuild Act and I im-
plore the Congress and the President to sup-
port this legislation. I urge my colleagues to 
support this important legislation. 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE OF PASADENA 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the First Church of the Nazarene of 
Pasadana, California. During the months of 
February and March, the First Church of the 
Nazarene of Pasadena will be celebrating its 
100th Anniversary. 

The church began in 1905 and was led by 
Founding Pastor Dr. John W. Goodwin with 54 
members that met in each others’ homes. As 
the congregation grew, the church moved to 
Mary Street in 1906, then Raymond Avenue, 
Mountain Street, and finally Sierra Madre Bou-
levard, where it resides today. Today the 
church has over 2,000 members, which in-
cludes a congregation with nine different cul-
tural backgrounds. 

First Church of the Nazarene of Pasadena 
had several Pastors, including Pastors J.W. 
Ellis, Earl G. Lee, H.B. London, Jr., Dr. Ste-
phen Green, Dr. Jeff Crosno and the current 
Pastor, Jay Ahlemann. One of the church’s 
notable members was James Dobson, Found-
er and Chairman of Focus on the Family, and 
his wife Shirley, who were members for over 
30 years. 

The church has many programs that serve 
the community. The Compassionate Ministries 
program consists of: Helping Hands—a food 
and clothing facility on the church campus, 
Church in the Park—service to the homeless 
on Sunday mornings, EI Centro Trabajo—an 
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